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September 2021 Sunnyvale Art Club Newsletter 

See amazing art sculptures by Russian artist Nikolay Polissky, Archstoyanie      http://en.nikola-nivets.ru/polissky/en 

“Any artist who really want to understand the landscape and  

become a better painter should work on location” –Eric Michaels 
 
 
 
 
Hello, My Dear Artist Friends! 
 

 

We are excited to see you at the Shoreline park in Mountain View for 
our very first plein-air painting event this year.  

If you haven't signed up for the, Sunday, September 5th event, please 
fill up google form: https://forms.gle/yU2jLHSRnLLheDW77. This will 
help us inform you prior to the event as to where to meet, who to 
contact if you can't find the location etc. 

In a book I read recently "Painting with Pastels", the author encouraged 
artists to take on the 500 challenge:  

"Go out and paint, no more than an hour or so for each small 
painting. Don't worry about it being a finished masterpiece, just 
get what you can. Do that 500 times."  

My takeaway from this book is maybe we could make the plein-air 
painting a club recurring event so all of us can complete our 500 
paintings together. 

 

Hope to see you all there! 

 

SAC President, 

Angela Hsu 
 

 

View the map of shoreline on page 4  for directions and don’t forget your hat, sunscreen, a snack, and water! 

Sunnyvale Art Club 
P.O. Box 2744, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 

www.sunnyvaleartclub.org 
 

The ZOOM meeting link will remain the 
same until end of the pandemic. 

Look for the link in the email note with 
this newsletter and on our Gp FB page. 

--------------------------------------------------- 
Club Officers & Volunteers 

 

SAC PRESIDENT - ANGELA HSU 

Vice President Andrea Catura 

Secretary Sneha Joshi  
 

2021 Treasurer - Ishwarryah S Ramanathan 
SACtreasury2021@gmail.com 

Membership - Ewen Chen - Shaheen Nazar 

Newsletter Editor - Mary Williamson 
SACnewsletter19@gmail.com 

Newsletter Dispatcher: Tanushri Mathur 

Marketing & Publicity - Mary Williamson 

Demo Program Coordinator - Angelo Lopez 

Hospitality/Refreshment: Barbara Wilson 

Auction Night - Chris MacDonough 
Regina Masero 

Monthly Art Competitions-Geeta Taneja 

Scheduled Venue Exhibits - Chris MacDonough 

2021 Sunnyvale Library Show – Online TBD 

SVOS Silicon Valley Open Studios - Open 

Event Photographer - Neela Shukla 

Webmaster: Sangeetha Krishnamoorthy 
Sunnyvaleartclub.org 

Public SAC Facebook Page Admins 
Angelo Lopez -  Ketaki Adi 

https://www.facebook.com/SunnyvaleArtClub 

SAC Group Facebook Page Admins 
Angelo Lopez – Andrea Catura 
Angela Hsu – Mary Williamson 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/252427562826774 

Contact information is available upon request. 

https://forms.gle/yU2jLHSRnLLheDW77
http://www.sunnyvaleartclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SunnyvaleArtClub
https://www.facebook.com/groups/252427562826774
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President’s Message, Board 
Members, and Volunteers 
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You’re Invited! 
PLEIN AIR EVENT SEPTEMBER 

5TH at Shoreline Park! 
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CALL FOR ARTISTS 
 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 

September 6th! 
Silicon Valley Day ‘n Night Fun Fest 
-Sponsor: FALC 

  
 

pg 

5 

 

  

 
pg 

6 

 
 
Sept Zoom Club Meeting  
2021 Membership Update 
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September Demo Artist 
Introduction 
No Demo Artist - August 
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2021 Yard Sale Report 
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Monthly Competition Theme 
Schedule  
Quick Tip: Getting a Good Stretch on 
your Watercolor Paper 
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Local Exhibit Artist 
Schedule 
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Interesting Art Stuff 
Tips for the non-Plein Air 
Painter when Painting Plein Air 

 

 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered time, donated art materials, and shopped our 

fundraising Yard Sale! We raised almost $500!  
 

The 2021 Sunnyvale 

Art & Wine Festival 

is coming! 

   In this issue     September 2021    
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Plein Air painting event 

Date:   5th September, 2021, Sunday 

Location:  Shoreline lake, left side of the Bistro Restaurant,  

   (near to the parking area) 

Time:  10a.m to 12p.m ( you can stay longer if you wish). 

This event is open to non- members too. Share this information with your friends and family and let us all 

enjoy this event. 

Neela, Dee and Geeta will be at the venue to welcome you all. Just few suggestions for the materials 

required for Plein-air event.  

 

SEE YOU THERE! 

Geeta, Neela, Dee, and Angela 

North on Hwy 101, exit Shoreline Blvd, turn right, follow to parking lot. 

  

Outdoor easel 

Umbrella if possible 

Stool or chair 

Panels, canvas, or paper for painting 

Water or acrylic paint 

Brushes 

Container for water with lid 

Trash bag 

Cleaning towels (paper or cloth rags) 

Reminder:   

Acrylic paint dries quickly when painting Plein air. 

To help keep canvas and pallet wet, have a good 

spray bottle of water. 

Don’t forget your drinking water and light snacks! 

Exit Shoreline Blvd 

and follow to parking 

lot. 
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Silicon Valley Day ‘n Night Fun Fest 
Saturday, Sept 11th, 10am – 8pm 

Memorial Park, Cupertino 
Don't hesitate! Send in your entries by using the links below to submit your artworks. Good luck! 

To Register to the show, https://forms.gle/fxmnoQzadZSrFYNk6 

Prospectus: http://falc.org/Shows/SiliconValleyDayNNightFestival.html 

More info:   www.falc.org  Insta:@Fineartsleagueofcupertino 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for Artists 
Hurry! Deadline 
for submissions 

Sept. 6th 

http://falc.org/Shows/SiliconValleyDayNNightFestival.html
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The Sunnyvale Art & Wine Festival is coming and 

Sunnyvale Art Club will be there! 
 

2021 ART & WINE FESTIVAL IS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY -- OCTOBER 2ND & 3RD! Dates are Finalized! 

 
The 2021 Festival is being presented by 

Chamber of Commerce & the Sunnyvale Downtown Association. 
 

This year’s festival is an Artisan Open Air 
Market with a Murphy Ave Food, Wine & 
Entertainment Feature. Join us for 
Sunnyvale’s premier festival as we safely 
enjoy food, entertainment, drinks, and an 
artisan market, in the heart of downtown 
Sunnyvale on Murphy Avenue and the 
surrounding streets 
 
 
 
✓ The Chamber of Commerce has graciously invited the Sunnyvale Art Club to participate. 

  
o They are giving us booth space and the opportunity for club volunteers to show and sell 

their artwork in our booth. 
 

o Volunteers will also be able to display their business cards and QR codes to their 
websites and FB personal gallery pages.  

▪ Note:****** We are not part of the regular artist exhibiting group. 
 

✓ We will have a membership table to provide information and solicit new members to our club. 
 

✓ AND…..We will hold a public art activity decorating masks with non-toxic materials. 
 

We must have several volunteers in order to make this work! 
 

Please email Mary Williamson at SACnewsletter19@gmail.com to volunteer. 
I will keep you updated on the schedule for the festival and contact you regarding 

how you can help. Thank you in advance! 
Please stay tuned for more information and to confirm that the festival will be allowed to take place. 

For updates and information visit: 

 https://www.svcoc.org/art-wine-festival/?fbclid=IwAR12eBKYgd0ENAZMw9TTZAZpYLPdvOaUCtwzszvwkyoXaHsYOb6SbyKl5jE  

mailto:SACnewsletter19@gmail.com
https://www.svcoc.org/art-wine-festival/?fbclid=IwAR12eBKYgd0ENAZMw9TTZAZpYLPdvOaUCtwzszvwkyoXaHsYOb6SbyKl5jE
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SUNNYVALE ART CLUB 

Join us at 7pm on SEPTEMBER 16TH  
 for our Monthly Meeting via ZOOM 

 
****Please Email Angela Hsu for the Zoom Log-in code,  

Or click the link on this month’s email. 
The Zoom LOG-IN remains the same each month.    
Tell you friends! We welcome visitors to our meetings. Prospective members can visit one meeting 
for free. 

MONTHLY MEETING FORMAT: 
• --7:00 - 7:30PM --  Meet and greet your fellow members followed by club business, 
news, 
opportunities, projects, and upcoming activities announced. 
• --7:30 – 8:30PM -- Monthly Artist Demonstration 
• --8:30 – 9:00PM -- Monthly Competition WINNERS announced & artwork reviewed. 
See you there! 
Angela Hsu, SAC President 

The Sunnyvale Art Club is a non-profit educational organization serving the local art community. Monthly meetings 

provide opportunities for members to meet and network with other members and build friendships. Club meetings host 

monthly demonstrations by professional artists. 

2021 SAC MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

Membership count:  49 PAID MEMBERS -14 NEW MEMBERS! 

Thank you everyone who has joined or renewed membership in the Sunnyvale Art 

Club in 2021! Your membership is important to us. 

Your membership fees enable us to provide the many perks and benefits for you 

and all our members! Thank you! 

$25!   Membership is only(single)  $30   (family of up to 3 members) 

GO PAPERLESS! Renew Your Membership With 

Renew at  https://www.sunnyvaleartclub.org/membership  
You will find the membership form, and payment options for membership benefits 
 
It’s not too late to renew for 2021! 

Welcome! 

https://www.sunnyvaleartclub.org/membership
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Glass Gems Studio 

Gemma Gylling, Colored Pencil Artist 
View her animal portraits and learn more about her art. https://gemmagylling.com/ 

 

Gemma is a self-taught artist whose artwork is enjoyed by many animal art collectors 
all over the world, her artwork is published in numerous books and she’s an Author of 
Art books. Applying several layers of colored pencils allows Gemma to simulate the 
look of an oil or acrylic painting each piece can take up to 350 hours to create. 
 
The reference photos Ms. Gylling uses for her paintings are from her Wildlife Safari 
trip in South Africa and many other areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Affiliations and Membership 
Gemma, as a signature member of Artists for 
Conservation, pledges a portion of her sales to 
Animal Conservation groups including PAWS 
(Performing Animal Welfare Society) and the 
National Wildlife Federation. Gemma volunteers as 
a Docent for the Lions and Elephants at the PAWS 
Sanctuary in San Andreas, California. Gemma is 
also a juried member and signature of Society of 

Animal Artists, a signature member of the Colored 
Pencil Society of America and a member of the 
Placerville Arts Association. She’s been accepted 
in numerous exhibitions all over the world and has 
also won several awards in those exhibitions. 

 

 

When asked what inspires her Gemma says, “The Animals speak to me in a very special way 

and because of that I try to help them speak to you through my art. I strive to portray the velvet 

touch of their fur, the sound of their roar or the plight they are living to simply exist.” 

 

https://gemmagylling.com/
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Currently, these artists are exhibiting at these venues: 
 

August 1st -SEPTEMBER 30th Exhibit Session – 2021 
 

Chris MacDonough’s Contact Information can be found in the email attaching this newsletter. 
 

Bean Scene Cafe.  Gwendolyn Domingo Mary Williamson  
Red Rock Cafe  upstairs. Rashmi Aurora  
Red Rock Café  Nook Rashmi Aurora 
Pho Nam  Angela Hsu 
Mayor’s Office Donna Abernathy  
Cupertino Physical Therapy Gianfranco Paolozzi 
Off The Rails Brewing Company Shaheen Nazar  Geeta Taneja &  SAC Group Jigsaw 
 Art Project 
Santa Clara Library  Closed until Notification 
Sunnyvale Chamber of Commerce TheBigDraw “Love Thy Neighbor”  group project.
 Please see exhibitors’ list on page 4 
Sunnyvale Library Blind Reference Project – next to fireplace across from 
 Ref. desk. 
Sunnyvale Mayor, Larry Klein  will continue exhibiting artwork submitted by SAC 
members on the wall behind him as he conducts his Weekly Livestream Address on Fridays at  
9AM on  Facebook Live.  
Artwork will be rotated weekly so keep an eye out for your piece if you submitted one. If the 
mayor continues livestreaming his Weekly Livestream Address beyond June 2021, Andrea 
Catura will call for another batch of artwork from SAC members 

 

One of the of the benefits of being a SAC member is exhibiting your art in various locations established by club 
members, for a period of two months. 
-Prepare your paintings for hanging on wire prior to taking it to the location. 
- If you’re not using a frame, make sure the edges of your painting are painted. 
-Prepare your signage ahead of time  as well. 
-Schedule a day/time to exchange paintings with the artist that will be 
exhibiting there next. 
-Please make sure our venues don't end up with bare walls. 
-Exchange phone numbers in case you will be late or must reschedule or make 
other arrangements. 
- Be considerate of your fellow artists.  

 

Please Do Not call at the last minute to say you cannot make it. Contact Chris MacDonough if there is an emergency.  
**The same exhibit exchange etiquette applies to artists of the month: 
Gold section winner: Bean Scene Café         Blue section  winner: Sunnyvale Library 

Questions, issues, information, locations, and schedules contact Chris MacDonough. 
 

****************SAC EXHIBITORS PLEASE TAKE NOTE*************** 
 

-Be Professional! -These businesses are gracious and let us hang our work. Please show respect.  
-It is your responsibility to have your painting ready to hang BEFORE you enter the venue. 
-Do not work on your painting inside the business, e.g.: adding wires for hanging, repairing frames, etc. 
-Be kind by not disturbing customers, staff, or business owners.  
                                                                                                                            Thank you  –Chris MacDonough  

Local Event Schedule 

https://www.facebook.com/events/366460531420599?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22search_results%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22search%22%7D%5d%7D
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Jan - Winter Wonderland or Light & Shadows 

Feb - Figures/Portraits 
Mar - Anything Goes 

Apr - Flowers/Gardens 
May – California 

Jun - Nature/Living Things 
Jul - Oceans/Lakes/Rivers or Reflections 

No Competition in August 

 
Upcoming Themes 

September -  Anything Goes 
Oct -  Autumn’s Colors or Patterns 
Nov – The Holiday Spirit (any) or Abstract 
Dec – No Competition – This is our Self-Funded End of Year Dinner TBD 

 
There was no August Art Competition. 

August is normally our Auction at the meeting month, but due to Covid, we held a yard sale at Chris 
MacDonough’s yard. Read about it on page 8. 

Our next Art Competition winners will be announced 
in our September Zoom Meeting on Sept. 16th. 

 

uick Tip      Getting a Good Stretch for Watercolor Paper 
 
Stretching watercolor paper has long been a trial of frustration for beginning and 

professional artists. Techniques include tape, tacks, staples, and all sorts of weird 
attachments. Most mess up the paper once the painting is completed and the edges of the 
paper are just ruined.  
 
This stretching method may be the least harmful to your expensive watercolor paper: 
 

1. Acquire a sheet of thick masonite, laun, thin plywood, (thin cutting board), or similar sturdy smooth face 

board, cut to size. (luan “loo-on” is a thin board used to reface interior doors.) 

2. Buy a box or two of inexpensive 1” (medium) binder clips. 

3. Acquire molding strips or trim boards, about ½” – ¾” wide, 

approx.. ½” thick in approx. same lengths as board. 

(Or use old canvas frame boards.) 

-Note: you might want to smooth the board w/a sandpaper 

block to ensure it’s smooth. 

-TO USE: Thoroughly soak the paper and lay it across  

the board. -Put the trim board/molding strips into place and 

clamp them 

 

down with the binder clips. You decided how many. 

-Let the paper dry completely (maybe 24hrs?) Now, you’re ready to paint!  

Q 

Side 
View 

Paper on 
board 

trim/ 
board Binder 

Clip 
. 

masonite 
 

2021 Monthly Competition Themes 



September 2021         pg  10 

Information you can use! 

Tips for the non-Plein Air Painter when Painting Plein Air 
Mary Williamson 

 

(This article includes the contents of my artist brain 

and tips from my artist friend who actually knows a 

lot about plein air painting. – Mary Williamson) 

 

So, there you are. Outside with your easel and your 

paints, your hat, and everything you need to be 

comfortable and paint the scene…. but your head 

is full of noise, and not the good kind. 

 

“Ok, I’m, uh, ready, to, uh….Wow, everything is so 
bright! I want to paint that! No, not that, what I want 
to paint is now obstructed by a man with an 
umbrella! Who walks around in the sun with an 
umbrella, anyway…ok, never mind. I want to 
include the village and the boats are on the other 
side of …. why did I bring such a huge canvas?? 
Ok, where’s my coffee?. Oh, shoot, I’ve been 
cleaning my brushes in my coffee again.”  
 

Ok, calm down. We’ve all been there. We’ve all 

looked like a deer caught in the headlights of Plein 

Air. Take a deep breath, exhale slowly, calmly, 

Look at the entire panoramic view before you. What 

is the first thing that catches your eye? The red 

boat? Too obvious. What about the white house? 

Ok, that’s good, but keep looking. What to you see?  

Ok, let’s start with google. The first entry says, 

“Good plein air work requires using the whole arm, 

not the hand. Find the large shapes quickly in what 

you are painting. Block in the shapes with three 

basic contrasts (dark, light, medium) and don't do 

any details until the end.  What? the…? OK, so I 

gotta use my whole arm? I’m going to look like a 

seagull fighting for a half-eaten sandwich, so look 

out!  

 

Ok, let’s try something else.  

 

When painting onsite, you get to truly see what is 

there, rather than what a camera is able to pick up.  

 

A camera, although incredibly useful, is not able to 

capture the true brilliance of nature and more 

specifically, light the way it hits your eye. It can’t 

~see~ the way you see. Your brain is correcting and 

measuring and thinking and relating the color and 

light you see to identifiable memories and reference 

points.  

 

The camera cannot do that so just stop thinking that 

way. You’re not a camera.  

Interesting Art Stuff 
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Another thing to remember:  You 

don’t have to make a police 

report. You’re not going to be 

graded on your reporting 

accuracy of the scene. (Just blew 

your mind, didn’t I!) 

 

(The only exception are portraits and known 

landmarks and public places like Yosemite. Don’t 

make up mountain shapes or include new 

waterfalls, etc. It ruins the whole, ‘Yosemite’ thing. 

(Trust me on this.) 

 

Art is a poem, an emotional response to something 

you cannot express with words, alone. When you 

are onsite, you are experiencing a cacophony of 

input. It’s your artist’s brain (not the one that tells 

you not to drink the paint water), but your creativity 

that tells you what is important in the scene. If there 

are no birds, you can add some from another 

painting drawing, or even a photograph. It’s your 

painting, remember? (Ok, don’t get crazy with 

including Godzilla and ghosts. People don’t always 

understand your humor.) trust me on this. 

 

My friend is a painting instructor. He has lots of 

good insights and information. (I don’t like his 

painting style, but that’s a different topic.) He has 

some great tips for painting plein air, though. I 

asked him about painting light as it changes. 

 

“You get to paint in the moment. Painting what you 

feel is much more effective than painting from what 

you remember feeling. 

 

Also, you need to paint quickly. The light changes 

with the moment. The earth is spinning and sunlight 

is burning. Because of this, you need to pick 

something out and paint. Not EVERYTHING, 

something. 

 

Develop a sense of urgency. When you are painting 

outdoors, everything is constantly changing - the 

wind, light, colors, and objects. If you do not paint 

quick enough, then you may end up trying to paint 

two completely different scenes.  

 

Dealing with changes in light can be incredibly 
challenging. Light determines everything we see, 
so even just a slight change in the position of the 
sun, a cloud or the temperature of the light could 
dramatically change the way we see a scene. 

You almost need to commit to a certain light and if 
that changes, then you need to either make small 
adjustments from what you see or you stop and 
paint again when there are similar conditions 
(obviously this is not always an option). Some plein 
air painters will return many times to the same spot 
when conditions are similar to try and faithfully 
capture the light. 

Light is a difficult area to comprehend and when 
painting plein air you must make some quick 
assumptions about the light. I often tell students to 
break light into a number of simple questions: 

1. Where is the light source? 
2. What is the temperature of the light? 
3. How strong is the light? 
4.  

If you can answer these questions, then you can 
handle the light.” – Dan Scott 

I don’t know enough about the tips and tricks to help 

you with plein air, but if all else fails and you just 

can’t focus on the scene, try this view, instead.  

Personally, I think Winslow Homer was a genius!  

 

 

Winslow Homer, 

Artists Sketching in the White Mountains, 

Oil, 1868 


