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Sunnyvale Art  Club Newsletter                AUGUST  2021 

Sunnyvale Art Club 
P.O. Box 2744, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 

www.sunnyvaleartclub.org 
 
 

Club Officers & Volunteers 
 

The ZOOM meeting link will remain the 
same until end of the pandemic. 

Look for the link in the email to which this email is 
attached. 

__________________ 

President - Angela Hsu 

Vice President Andrea Catura 

Secretary Sneha Joshi  
 

2021 Treasurer - Ishwarryah S Ramanathan 
SACtreasury2021@gmail.com 

Membership - Ewen Chen - Shaheen Nazar 

Newsletter Editor - Mary Williamson 
SACnewsletter19@gmail.com 

Newsletter Dispatcher: Tanushri Mathur 

Marketing & Publicity - Mary Williamson 

Demo Program Coordinator - Angelo Lopez 

Hospitality/Refreshment: Barbara Wilson 

Auction Night - Chris MacDonough 
Regina Masero 

Monthly Art Competitions-Geeta Taneja 

Scheduled Venue Exhibits - Chris MacDonough 

2021 Sunnyvale Library Show - TBD 

2020 Santa Clara Library Show - Chris MacDonough 

SVOS Silicon Valley Open Studios - Open 

Event Photographer - Neela Shukla 

Webmaster: Sangeetha Krishnamoorthy 
Sunnyvaleartclub.org 

Public SAC Facebook Page Admins 
Angelo Lopez -  Ketaki Adi 

https://www.facebook.com/SunnyvaleArtClub 

SAC Group Facebook Page Admins 
Angelo Lopez – Andrea Catura 
Angela Hsu – Mary Williamson 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/252427562826774 

Contact information is available upon request. 

“If you hear a voice within you say, ‘You cannot 
paint,’ then by all means paint, and that voice will 

be silenced” – Vincent Van Gogh 
 
 
Hello, My Dear Artist Friends!  
 
I hope you enjoyed group art projects/ the Big Draw events 
organized by our amazing volunteers this year.  
 
The past 17 months of my life have been the most 
productive time for my drawings and paintings. I realized 
that there's no shortcut to being an artist- in the 100 day 
project and Strada challenge. I believe all the masters started 
like us and they learn and grow their capabilities by practice 
daily (or maybe hourly!).  
 
So, I'd like to invite you all to sign up for the Strada challenge 
and/or Inktober this year to start daily drawing practice. I 
had much fun looking at my drawings/paintings a year later 
and amazed by how much I've improved from then.  
 
Start building your artist muscle and sign up for one of the 
challenges today! 
 
 
Angela Hsu, 
SAC President 

 

Check out #Weird Nevada’s Off-Beat Art Installations here. We meet the 3rd Thursdays 
Jan-Nov  currently via ZOOM  
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AUGUST SAC MONTHLY MEETING 

 

Join us at 7pm on August 19th for our Monthly Meeting via ZOOM 
 

MONTHLY MEETING FORMAT: 
 

 --7:00 - 7:30PM --  Meet and greet your fellow members followed by club business, news,  
  opportunities, projects and upcoming activities announced. 

 --7:30 – 8:30PM -- Monthly Artist Demonstration 
 --8:30 – 9:00PM -- Winners of Monthly Competition are announced and submissions are 

  viewed. 
 

****Please Email Angela Hsu for the Zoom Log-in code 
Or refer to the link on the email which this Newsletter is attached. 

 
The Zoom LOG-IN remains the same each month. 

Zoom meetings will continue for now. 
 

Tell you friends! We welcome visitors to our meetings. 
Prospective members can visit one meeting for free. 

 
See you there! 

Angela Hsu, SAC President 

 
 
 
 
 

2021 SAC Membership Update 
We now have 

49 14
Thank you everyone who has joined the Sunnyvale Art Club in 2021! 

Your membership is important to us. 
 

Your membership fees enable us to provide the many perks and benefits for 
you and all our members! Thank you! 

$25!   Membership is only(single)  $30   (family of up to 3 members) 
GO PAPERLESS! Renew Your Membership With 

Renew at  https://www.sunnyvaleartclub.org/membership for membership benefits and perks as well 
as membership form and payment information. If you haven’t already, please consider renewing! 

No August Meeting …….instead… 

Be sure to participate in our August 21st Annual Auction 
YARD SALE 

AUGUST 21ST 9AM-2PM  
at Chris’ Yard  

(address on email with this newsletter) 
We must have volunteers to be on-site, cashier, set up, 

take down assist. Are you a sitter or a doer? 
Funds raised will help with our other projects and to 

enhance art in our community.  
Donations of art supplies, etc. a must! 

Thank you! 
 

Check out Our TheBigDraw Activities this month and be sure to visit the 
Sunnyvale Library to check out our Blind Ref. Photo Group Project starting 
later next week. 
It will be there until our Sept. Art Competition.  
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GlassGems Studio 

Gemma Gylling, Colored Pencil Artist 
View her animal portraits and learn more about her art. https://gemmagylling.com/ 
 
Gemma is a self-taught artist whose artwork is enjoyed by many animal art collectors all over the world, her artwork 
is published in numerous books and she’s an Author of Art books. Applying several layers of colored pencils allows 
Gemma to simulate the look of an oil or acrylic painting each piece can take up to 350 hours to create. 
The reference photos Ms. Gylling uses for her paintings are from her Wildlife Safari trip in South Africa and many 
other areas. 
Affiliations and Membership 
Gemma, as a signature member of Artists for Conservation, pledges 
a portion of her sales to Animal Conservation groups including 
PAWS (Performing Animal Welfare Society) and the National 
Wildlife Federation. Gemma volunteers as a Docent for the Lions 
and Elephants at the PAWS Sanctuary in San Andreas, California. 

Gemma is also a juried member and signature of Society of Animal 
Artists, a signature member of the Colored Pencil Society of 
America and a member of the Placerville Arts Association. She’s 
been accepted in numerous exhibitions all over the world and has 
also won several awards in those exhibitions. 

When asked what inspires her Gemma says, “The Animals speak to me in a very special way and because of 
that I try to help them speak to you through my art. I strive to portray the velvet touch of their fur, the 
sound of their roar or the plight they are living to simply exist.” 
 

 
 
 
 
Rodrigo Gonzalez, a highly skilled digital graphics illustrator 
and artist shared his digital cartooning art in a demonstration 
for the club on Thursday Aug 15th. You can see the video 
club meeting here..  
 

Rodrigo has donated a caricature of YOUR Choice 
should you win our Yard Sale Raffle! So, be sure to 
come buy tickets at the Yard Sale!  
 
Rodrigo’s very informative and entertaining demonstration  showed us his illustration 
process and spoke about the business of art, marketing, networking, and promoting 
your brand. You can view one of his drawing demos on YouTube, here.  
 
Currently, Rodrigo Gonzales owns his own freelance illustrations and design company, 12th 
Pixel Studios.  He manages his freelance work through an online gallery site as well as social 
media sites like Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. He has over 16,000 followers that is growing. 
You can see examples of his art and art products at: https://rodgontheartist.myportfolio.com/work     
Catch his 12th Pixels Studios Blogspot!  
https://12thpixelstudios.blogspot.com/?fbclid=IwAR0k-uzItLdG_iBQvm962fXPf6CYtmRZ_YXPjE83ds3k8dGTTU-Vce1ktkE 
Instagram: @rodgontheartist 
 

July Demo Artist RECAP  *RONDON the ARTIST* 

Win a caricature 
of your choice by 

RonDon the 
Artist! 
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Think about it…. 

 
 

The Big Draw,  
the World's BIGGEST drawing festival. 

And YOU ARE PART of it! 

 
This year, the Sunnyvale Art Club is participating  in The Big Draw.  
Click HERE to learn more about TheBigDraw 2021! 
 
The Sunnyvale Art Club will be organizing events, demonstrations, and group projects to support the 2021 theme: 

THE BIG DRAW  --  2021THEME:   Make The Change 
 
Built on TheBigDraw - 2020’s theme on Climate Change, we will focus our activities to match the theme and the main 
goal is to create art and have fun    Click here to learn more about this theme. 
 
To view The Big Draw YouTube video channel, visit:  https://www.youtube.com/c/TheBigDrawpresents/videosThe Big Draw 2021 

Key messages are that everybody can draw given the opportunity, and that drawing can bring a buzz of excitement to 
every setting. The aim is to encourage people of all ages to explore ideas and express their creativity. 

You will receive more information via email, invitations to events, group projects, demonstrations, classes, and all sorts 
of good stuff for you and your family and your friends to participate with us!   

Look for upcoming The Big Draw projects On the calendar and listed below and activities 
You can also see activities on our Group Facebook page and via email! 

Current  and  upcoming  activities can be found on the following pages:
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Breathe Better Today to 
Keep the Doctor Away
Organizer: Ishwarryah SR 
 
Watch the presentation and videos here.  
Artwork Project: 

The deadline was July 12th for artwork. 
Participants will receive a Certificate of 
Participation from SAC and TheBigDraw.  
 
 
 
Please visit the art gallery on our FB Group Page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/SunnyvaleArtClub/photos/pcb.10159221978180619/10159221923590619/ 
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SAC and The Big Draw EVENTS 
 
Better Tomorrow  
Organizer:  Sneha Joshi 

 
Deadline for this event is Aug 15. 
 

You're invited to join our July Big Draw event- themed "Better tomorrow". 
Participants of this event will create an artwork together with their family or friends 
using any mediums.  
 
Please use hashtag #SACbettertomorrow to share your masterpiece on FB or 
Instagram.  
You may start any time now. Deadline for this event is Aug 15. Any questions, feel free 
to reach out to Sneha Joshi.  
You will find her contact information in the email accompanying this newsletter. 
_______________ 
 

Organizer/Facilitator NEEDED! 

PLEIN AIR SESSION AT SHORELINE PARK 
SEPTEMBER 4TH 10AM-1:30PM 
 
DATE AND TIME:  

 September 4th 2021 from 10 a.m to 1:30 p.m ( plan to stay longer if you wish)  
 Please bring your own Art materials. There is no restriction on the medium and style of 

painting/photography. 
 Please bring light food and  bottled water. 
 We will follow the precautionary Covid measures required at that time. 

 
SAC is very excited to announce the FIRST Plein-Air session of this year and SAC requests and 
encourages all of you to participate.  
 
This activity cannot go forward unless a volunteer steps up to be the organizer/facilitator. 
Unfortunately, Geeta is being called away in September and cannot be here for the event.  
 
As ORGANIZER~! Your job will be to help remind people of the day and times.  Show up to the event 
on time! Put up a sign telling people where we’re meeting. Easy Peasy!  
Everything else to organize this event are in place.! 
 
Event coordinator: Geeta Taneja----Geeta’s contact information appears in the email accompanying this 
newsletter. Or you may contact her through Facebook and she will send the Registration link near to the 
date 
“Thank you and looking forward to a very active participation.” - Geeta 
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LOVE THY NEIGHBOR PROJECT 
(formally known as the Balcony Project) 
Love Thy Neighbor project is winding down. June 30th 
was the last day to submit artwork and jpegs of your 
work to Mary Williamson. I have received the paintings 
on the next page. 
 
NEXT STEP:  
We have been recording comments and thoughts about the project. The artwork, and the finished video will 
be uploaded to TheBigDraw’s site to share with everyone in the world as part of this huge worldwide art 
advocacy project!  
 
We will also be hanging the Love Thy Neighbor artwork  in the Chamber of Commerce after the 
beginning of August. 
 
Good Job, Everyone! Thank You! 
 
Questions: Email Mary at 
SACnewsletter19@gmail.com.  
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THE BIG DRAW ORGANIZER RULES & PARTICIPATION 
 
Compiled and written by Ish Ramanathan 
Contact Sac Members: Angela Hsu, Mary Williamson, 
Ishwarryah(Ish) Ramanathan , and Angelo Lopez for questions 
or if you would like additional information. Their emails are 
located in the body of the email sending this newsletter.    
Who is The Big Draw?  
The Big Draw is a pioneering visual literacy charity dedicated to 
raising the profile of drawing as a tool for wellbeing, thought, 
creativity, social and cultural engagement. The charity leads a 
diverse program of advocacy, empowerment, and engagement, 
and is the founder and driving force behind The Big Draw 
Festival – the world’s biggest celebration of drawing. 
 
The Big Draw manages collaborative research projects, 
campaigns and educational conferences on visual literacy, 
digital technology, and STEM.  
 
The Big Draw charity also supports professional and emerging 

artists through its national contemporary art prize, The John 
Ruskin Prize and exhibition, and through events, awards, and 
competitions, creates platforms for each and everyone who 
wants to draw. 
 
What is The Big Draw Festival? 
In 2021 The Big Draw Festival #MakeTheChange is a timely 
development on last year's exploration into the relationship 
between people and our living environments. In 2021, we want 
to take action, to explore and discover ways to live in balance 
with the world around us, to reconnect with each other and 
demand a better world for future generations. This is a great 
year to bring your community together through positive 
activism and creativity, and be part of The World's Biggest 
community of drawing enthusiasts! 
 
What We Understood 
S..AC signs up for The Big Draw as an Organization which helps 
us to create multiple projects. Each project is under the 
responsibility of an organizer. 
 
SAC signs up for The Big Draw as an Organization which helps 
us to create multiple projects. Each project is under the 
responsibility of an organizer.

The Big Draw provides a big platform and modes by which we 
can not only market each and every Artist but also SAC as an 
organization. We can create events/projects with well-edited 
pictures, videos and of course Art Piece(s).  
The Big Draw even provides some fancy outlines and market 
strategy traits by mail which will be made available to 
everyone(once we make sense out of the materials they 
provide).  
 
The Big Draw festival’s theme is “Make the Change”. It is 
important we come up with the proper title that adheres to the 
theme. They also encourage us to “make the change” in the 
community or propagate the idea into the community by 
involving members of family and community. 

This is a charity event, by getting involved you are donating to 
the charity. You can run your own mini-charity in your 
community that might help you supply your project. 

You can create workshops and encourage your community 
share into the charity project by using their own supplies. 

Things To Hash Out Before An Organizer Creates A Project 
 Have the organizer to lead the project 
 Have an idea 
 Have a title for the idea (on the theme: “Make the Change”) 
 Have at least 1-2 team members(community or fellow SAC 

members) to handle editing photos and videos 
 Set a deadline to upload all your pictures and videos of the 

project on The Big Draw’s website.  
 
How SAC And Board Members Plan To Help You 
- Treasury signs up for The Big Draw registration once there is 

one project plan checklist completed by the lead 
organizer.  
We collect the marketing materials, try to make sense of it 
and share it with every organizer 

- We can help you run a charity drive to collect supplies for 
your project through the community 

- With every update(pics and videos) you provide we will be 
reflecting them through our FB and possibly other social 
networks. 

- We can be a part of your team or community based on 
individual availability 

 
Important Things To Do 
To sign up for The Big Draw please announce a project 
at the earliest that satisfies all the 5 points discussed 
above. We don't want any delay in signing up that 
might lose us a spot. 
Any of us can be a project organizer. All you need is an 
idea. Do    
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This is a great way to show your art and give 
a little info about yourself without all the 
pain of spending a lot of cas and managing a 
website. 

One of the perks of membership includes your 
personal member artist page on our website!  
You can use it to market yourself and your art.  

 
 You can link to your personal gallery where your followers 
and potential clients can read about you, your artistic process, 
mediums, etc. and view your work! 

 Update your artwork often! Change series, or genre and add new work!  
 
 

 
Here’s How:  Your bio and thumbnails of your chosen work will also appear in the  SAC Biography Notebook, which is 
on display for review at our art shows so that visitors and potential buyers can read more about you, the artist and see 
thumbnails of your current work. It’s an excellent intro to connect with you, as an artist and perhaps lead to sales or 
other opportunities.  
 

So….if you need help writing your artist biography or artist statement, there are some excellent tutorials and examples 
to give you an idea of what yours should include which can be found online. Or, read some sample bios online and get 
some ideas for your own! 
 

How To Upload Your Artwork and Artist Bio/Artist Statement to  
Sunnyvale Art Club’s Website  https://www.sunnyvaleartclub.org/ 

 
1) Choose up to 10 (ten) current pieces.  
2) Photograph your art in good light,  not at an angle, a straightened, clear photo, 

without glass reflection. If it’s in a frame, you’ll need to remove it to capture a clear, 
clean photo. No, frame/mat or staging,  just the artwork: 

3) Save the photos as jpg with highest quality, so it will help with compression, too 
when the webmaster, uploads it onto the website. 

4) Keep the file's widest/longest length to be no more than  800 pixels. 
 (That means if you have a 20"x16" or 16"x20", the 20" side should be no more than 
800 pixels, total.) 

5) Put it on your calendar to update your art on the website at least every year. 
6) Email your artwork to the Webmaster, Sangeetha. You will find her email address in 

the email that accompanied this newsletter.   
7) In the subject line, it should say, "SAC Website Member Gallery" This helps to send 

the email to the correct file for easy access and doesn't get lost in the zillions of 
daily emails.  

Also, remember to include your full name so Sangeetha can put your name on your gallery 
page.  Please be patient. It might take a few days or a week depending on Sangeetha’s 
schedule.  If you need help, please don't hesitate to email Sangeetha, our Webmaster.  
That’s it! Be sure to update your artwork and your bio often! (Like every 6-8 months, that’s months, not 
years!) 
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Currently, these artists are exhibiting at these venues: 
 

AUGUST-September Exhibit Session – 2021 
 

Chris MacDonough’s Contact Information can be found in the email attaching this newsletter. 
 

Bean Scene Cafe.  Gwendolyn Domingo Mary Williamson  
Red Rock Cafe  upstairs. Rashmi Aurora  
Red Rock Café  Nook 
Pho Nam  Angela Hsu 
Mayor’s Office Donna Abernathy  
Cupertino Physical Therapy Gianfranco Paolozzi 
Off The Rails Brewing Company Shaheen Nazar  Geeta Taneja &  SAC Group Jigsaw 
 Art Project 
Santa Clara Library  Closed until Notification 
Sunnyvale Chamber of Commerce TheBigDraw “Love Thy Neighbor”  group project.
 Please see exhibitors’ list on page 4 
Sunnyvale Mayor, Larry Klein will be hanging artwork submitted by SAC members on the 
wall behind him as he conducts his Weekly Livestream Address on Fridays at  9AM on  
Facebook Live. Artwork will be rotated weekly so keep an eye out for your piece if you 
submitted one. If the mayor continues livestreaming his Weekly Livestream Address beyond 
June 2021, Andrea Catura will call for another batch of artwork from SAC members 
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uick Tips 
I have to admit. I really don’t know much about gesso. Back in the olden days we would have to 
stretch our own linen, prep the fabric and gesso coat/sand, coat/sand, repeat until we wondered how 

anyone would want to paint. Ready-stretched canvas still needs a coat of something. And now we have the 
option to use spray primer we can buy at the home improvement stores. Not perfect, but it’s an option.  
 
Best to purchase actual acrylic artist’s gesso. Luckily, acrylic paint manufacturers like Liquitex have put 
together guides to help you know which gesso works for your needs. Here are some general guidelines: 
 
• To thin Super Heavy Gesso with Gesso • Sand hard or shiny surfaces first and leave gessoes to dry for at 
least 24 hours before starting to paint 

• Use Gesso undiluted or thin with up to 25% water – when thinning more than 25%, use an equal mixture of 
water and Matte Medium 

• Apply Gesso in a thin coat with a wide, flat brush. To create a smoother base, sand the surface and 
reapply  

• Apply Super Heavy Gesso with either a brush or palette knife  

• Add acrylic color for a custom tint – Soft Body Acrylic is the ideal consistency 

For more detail, how to choose the right gesso and more, you can download a  FREE Liquitex Gesso Guide. 

Visit Liquitex for more FREE guides about acrylic mediums and varnishes here. 

https://www.liquitex.com/us/ 
 

2021 Monthly Competition Themes 

 
Jan - Winter Wonderland or Light & Shadows 

Feb - Figures/Portraits 
Mar - Anything Goes 

Apr - Flowers/Gardens 
May – California 

Jun - Nature/Living Things 

 
Jul - Oceans/Lakes/Rivers or Reflections 

August!  
Sorry, no competition this month! 
This is our Yard Sale Fundraiser Month 
(Normally, we would have a potluck/auction at our normal 
meeting place)  
 

Please participate!  
donate your unused, un-needed, 
unwanted art supplies and art-
related items!  
Please see our announcement on 
page 
 

Upcoming Themes 
Sep -  Anything Goes 
Oct -  Autumn’s Colors or Patterns 
Nov – The Holiday Spirit (any) or Abstract 
Dec – No competition – This is our BYO End of Year Dinner TBD 
 

Q 



 

 

July 2021 Art Competition BLUE Section Winners 
Theme: Nature and Living Things 

First place winners hang at the Sunnyvale Library. 
 

“Many thanks to all the Artists who participated in the Monthly Contest  July, 2021.  
Congratulations to all the winners..” 

– Geeta Taneja, Competition Coordinator 
 
 
FIRST PLACE: Jayashree Sadasivan 

SECOND PLACE:  Gwendolyn Domingo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIRD PLACE:  Ewen Chen 
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Congratulations to Our July 2021 - Art Competition GOLD Section Winners 
Theme: Nature and Living Things 

First Place Winners hang at the Bean Scene Coffee Café 
 
 
FIRST PLACE:  Angela Hsu  
 

SECOND PLACE TIE   Anu Valtanen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND PLACE TIE  :  Deborah Macias 
 
 
THIRD PLACE: Jenelle Bent Madison 
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Interesting Art Stuff 
~Acrylics~ 

Acrylic Painting Basics 
 
Even if you love, love, love acrylics, you hate, hate, hate the fact that they sometimes dry really fast. Here are some 
ways to prevent your paint from drying before you can get it onto the canvas.  
 
1. Stay-wet palettes are designed specifically to keep acrylic paints wet and workable for longer. It will stop the 
air getting to your paints, the longer they’re out in the atmosphere the quicker they dry off. The Masterson StaWet 
Premier palette will keep the paints wet for a good few weeks (when sealed properly—like Tupperware), in 
comparison to if they were just left out in the open air where small mixes can dry off in a few minutes  You can pick 
one up for about $22 in the 12x16 size starter with foam pad and a small supply 
of specialty paper to keep your acrylics moist for weeks! Masterson also makes a 
smaller 12”x12” size w/reservoir for your paints. (This is good if you use heavy 
body acrylics.  
These Masterson StaWet pallets also work well for oils and you can purchase oil 
prepped paper.  
 
2. Water & Mediums.  There are two choices for thinning acrylic paint: 
water or acrylic medium.  
 
Using too much water breaks down the binder in acrylic, thinning the paint so that it looks like watercolor and allows 
it to sink into the surface, resulting in a matte finish. This is ok in some applications but you should really consider 
using inks or watercolor if you’re going to be doing a lot of these types of washes. The pigments are much brighter 
and designed to withstand watering down.  But that doesn’t mean you can’t water down your pallet with water on a 
dry day. Just don’t overdo it. ok? 
Learn about Golden’s Wetting Aid Medium here. 
 
Acrylic Medium minimizes the need for the addition of water and allows the paint to sit on top of the surface, 
maintaining a rich, glossy appearance. The amount of water you add depends on the desired effect and the surface. 
Adding up to 30 percent water to acrylic paint thins it but still allows it to coat a surface. Adding 60 percent or more 
water creates a watery paint application called a wash. Rubbing a wash into an absorbent surface so that only a hint 
of the color remains is called a stain. 
 
Similarly, adding more or less medium to acrylic paint creates different qualities. Up to 30 percent medium added to 
paint will thin it, but still allow it to coat the surface. Adding 60 percent or more medium creates more transparency, 
often called a glaze 
 
Specialist Acrylic Polymer Mediums you can add into your paint mixes to dilute and keep them wetter for longer or 
extend their ‘working time’. They can change the consistency of acrylic paint and allow you more flexibility and 
creative freedom than any other type of paint. The trick is to use the right ones for the right situation Using OPEN or 
Interactive Acrylics specially designed to stay wet or open for longer. We’ll talk about Open Acrylics and Atelier 
Acrylics later on.  
 
Visit Golden’s website to learn about various fluid mediums for extending flow and glide in acrylics here.  
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Interesting Art Stuff 
~Acrylic Glazes~ 

This article is provided by Golden Acrylics 
 
 
Acrylic pigments have natural versatility and allows for 
a wide range of uses for both, and this article seeks to 
describe the differences, similarities, characteristics and 
attributes of washes and glazes, and when one might be 
better or more useful than the other. 
 
The primary similarity between washes and glazes is the 
translucent color effects possible with both, which 
allows the undertone of the color to show itself. 
Typically, washes soak into a surface, while glazes sit on 
top. Most of the washes and glazes shown here were 
made with about 1 part paint to about 90 parts water or 
medium, but there is a wide range of ratios possible. 
 
HOW ACRYLIC GLAZES ARE MADE:  An acrylic glaze is 
made by extending paint with any transparent or 
translucent Medium. A glaze is a binder rich mixture 
typically having a very small amount of paint blended 
with a much larger amount of medium. Many mediums 
can be used to create a glaze, including thinner 
mediums like High Flow Medium or Glazing Liquid all 
the way up to very thick Gel Mediums.   Learn more 
about Golden’s glazing liquid here. 
 
To counteract watering down pigment  GOLDEN Fluid 
Acrylics are designed/formulated  with a low viscosity or 
consistency, but with rich highly concentrated pigment 
loads equal to the traditional tube color. Because they 
are already thin to begin with, they need very little 
water to use in a watercolor wash. A very common 
misconception is that low viscosity paints are just tube  
color with lots of water added.

 
Some of the perks of using Golden’s  Fluid Acrylics can 
be found here.  
 
Multiple Washes That Won't Muddy 
When applying an acrylic glaze 
over a dry paint film you can 
achieve very clean bright glazes 
because the underlying acrylic 
layer will not lift and muddy as in 
watercolor. This also allows for 
more distinct sharp edges when 
painting over dried washes of color. They can also act as 
a varnish in that they give a nice matte or glossy finish. 
 
Golden isn’t the only acrylic manufacturer who makes 
good quality acrylic glazes. Liquitex, and many others 
also make affordable and quite diverse glazes and 
mediums. Try them out. Find the products you love.  
 
HOW TO USE  ACRYLIC GLAZING MEDIUMS AS 
WATERCOLOR 
The actual use is quite simple. Just put a small pool of 
color on your palette. You might want to use a paper 
palette instead of your watercolor palette. Dip your 
brush in clean water and then dip into the pool of color. 
Apply it to your watercolor paper as if you were using 
watercolors. Experiment with wet into wet, 
backwashes, all the tricks you use with traditional 
watercolor. Let these first layers dry, then go back over 
with another wet glaze of wash and watch how quickly 
you can build up rich densely pigmented washes that 
stay clean and do not mud. 

 
 GOLDEN does not add matting agents so the colors are closer to the expectations of traditional 

watercolorists. 
 Notes: 
 Remember to keep your expensive Kolinskys and natural brushes away from acrylic. ONLY USE SYNTHETIC 

WATERCOLOR BRUSHES. 
 Always keep your brushes wet when working with acrylic. 
 You will not be able to lift a dry paint film. 
  Enjoy! 



vale 

August  2021  -  page 18 

Interesting Art Stuff 
IMAGE TRANSFERS USING ACRYLIC MEDIUMS 

 
Take any printed image, whether it's cut from a newspaper or a glossy magazine page - in monochrome or color - and 
partner it with A good  mediums to create embedded acrylic transfers. This is not decoupage. This is a way to pick up 
your transfer and apply it in many different formats.  
 
IMAGE PREPARATION 
Images like newspaper, laser print and uncoated 
magazine pages will transfer directly without the need 
for photocopying. Other mages - photographs and 
coated magazine pages - *need photocopying to make 
them suitable. Ink jet prints will not work, use laser 
prints instead and experiment with prints to see what 
works best.(*dry laser toner works best, or 
commercially printed with printer’s ink---not inkjet) 
 
If needed, make a photocopy of the original image, 
black and white or color, for best results 
 
Place the photocopy, image side down, onto scrap 
paper and spray the back of the image with a light 
coating of spray adhesive - ensure your workspace is 
well-ventilated and wear a facemask for this part 
 
Flip the photocopy - image side up - onto a clean sheet 
of glass and press flat. You can use tape in place of 
spray adhesive, but bear in mind that the image won't 
lay flat once you've begun coating 
 
APPLYING MEDIUM 
 
Your image may be coated in two ways: brushing or 
pouring 
 
Brushing 
 
Use a 1/2"-2" wide, soft brush with A good  Gloss 
Medium. Minimize brush marks by using Gloss Varnish, 
or Gloss Medium mixed with diluted Flow Aid Additive 
(1 part Flow Aid : 20 parts distilled water) 
 
Paint a thin coat over the complete image and allow to 
dry for 20-60 minutes, depending on your environment.  
 
When wet, the medium appears slightly cloudy, but will 
become transparent when dry 
 

 

 
Repeat until the coating is thick enough to peel from 
the glass without tearing - 5-12 coats will give you a 
thickness of 1/16"-1/8" (we recommend no thinner, as 
it may be difficult to handle) 
 
Pouring 
Level the glass surface using a carpenter's level - this 
will give you a consistent, even thickness when dry 
 
Build a 'dam' with masking tape around the image to 
contain the acrylic medium - use 4-5 layers of tape 
Pour a thin layer of Gloss Medium over the image, 
spreading the medium with a soft brush whilst still wet 
- thick layers may result in cloudy transfers and 
shrinkage marks 
 
Leave to dry for up to an hour and repeat steps with 
successive pours to build thickness 
 
Allow to dry completely for 48-72 hours. The image is 
set once the medium appears transparent 
 
To remove the image cut around the tape to separate it 
from the glass, then submerge in lukewarm water for 
10-15 minutes (no longer than 20 minutes) 
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The medium will start to turn milky as it reacts to the 
water, then peel the paper from the image, use your 
fingers to gently rub off the top layer only 
 
If there's any paper left behind, soak again in warm 
water and repeat until only the image remains 
 
Leave to dry. Blot the image with kitchen/paper towel 
or a soft cloth, then place it flat between layers of wax 
paper and kitchen/paper towel, add a weight to the top 
and leave to dry. (don’t try to rush drying by using blow 
dryer, etc. It might feel dry, but it’s not set.) 
 
Check the image is completely dry after 24-48 hours 
Select the support you wish to use, such as canvas, then 
with either Gloss Medium or Gloss Gel, coat the side of 
the image that will be affixed to the support 
 
Working quickly, position the transfer onto the support 
and press down, cover it with wax paper and place a 
weight on top.   Allow to dry for a further 24 hours 
 

 
DIFFERENT EFFECTS 
 
Opalescent effects - mix 5-10% A good  
metallic/iridescent color into your Gloss Medium 
before applying to the image 
 
Opaque effects - use Gloss Gel/Heavy Gel in place of 
Gloss Medium. Use a palette knife to apply 1-2 coats, 
with each coat 1/16"-1/8" thick, allowing the first coat 
to dry thoroughly before applying the next 
(approximately 24-48 hours) 
Texture effects - use a palette knife to apply 1-2 coats 
of A good  Natural Sand, Resin Sand or Glass Beads, 
following the same application directions as for gels. Or 
try mixing a medium like Black Lava with Gloss Medium.  
 
Using a soft brush or palette knife, mix 5-50% Natural 
Sand, Resin Sand, Glass Beads or Black Lava into A good  
Gloss Medium - the more medium used, the more 
transparent and less textured the final transfer film will 
be 
Surface effects - image transfers can be applied to 
pretty much any everyday surface so experiment with 
textiles, ceramics, or glass 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Check out these sites for examples, effects, and ideas! 
 
Marie Kazalia, Pinterest 
https://www.pinterest.com/mariekazalia/image-transfer-art/ 
 
Cloth, Paper, Scissors ** 
How to Make an Image Transfer to Fabric, Paper, and Other Photo Transfer Techniques 
https://www.clothpaperscissors.com/free-image-transfer-techniques/ 
 
Golden Acrylic Mediums and making transfers: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_cfJoJYQvU 
5 Best Techniques for Acrylic Medium Transfers 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0_WT1sN6xc 
 
 
 
**Note: Cloth, Paper, Scissors’ website is a huge resource of art technique, how-to’s and information. You will benefit by 
subscribing to their newsletter and visiting the site often to learn more, renew stuff you already knew but forgot and 
find new ways to enhance your art and make it new!  
 
 


